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THE ARTFUL INTELLIGENCE OF BOB DYLAN  
AND GEOFFREY CHAUCER 
  
I. Introduction 
  
Brief overview of Chaucer's Canterbury Tales and Bob Dylan's poetry 
  
Thesis statement: Despite the differences in time period, language, and genre, Chaucer's 
Canterbury Tales and Dylan's poetry share a number of similarities in terms of character, 
including their complexity, humanity, and social commentary. 
  
II. Complexity of character 
  
In both Chaucer's Canterbury Tales and Dylan's poetry, the characters are multidimensional and 
nuanced, with conflicting desires, motivations, and flaws. Example from Canterbury Tales: The 
Knight, who is presented as a paragon of chivalry and honor, but also has a tyrannical side as seen 
in his treatment of his son. 
Example from Dylan's poetry: "It Ain't Me, Babe," where the speaker rejects a romantic partner's 
idealized version of him, revealing his own vulnerabilities and independence. 
  
III. Humanity of character 
  
Chaucer's Canterbury Tales and Dylan's poetry both depict characters who are recognizably 
human, with their joys, sorrows, dreams, and failures. Example from Canterbury Tales: The Wife 
of Bath, who speaks candidly about her personal experiences and struggles, such as her five 
marriages and her desire for control. Example from Dylan's poetry: "Don't Think Twice, It's All 
Right," where the speaker bids farewell to a former lover, showing a mix of bitterness, 
resignation, and tenderness. 
  
IV. Social commentary through character 
  
Chaucer's Canterbury Tales and Dylan's poetry use their characters as a means to comment on 
the society and issues of their time. Example from Canterbury Tales: The Friar, who is portrayed 
as a corrupt and hypocritical figure, reflecting Chaucer's critique of the Church and its corruption. 
Example from Dylan's poetry: "The Times They Are A-Changin'," where the speaker addresses the 
social and political changes of the 1960s, urging the listeners to embrace the new generation and 
its values. 
  
V. Conclusion 
  
Recap of the similarities in character in Chaucer's Canterbury Tales and Dylan's poetry 
  
Reflection on the enduring appeal and relevance of these works, thanks to their complex, human, 
and socially conscious characters. 



ARCHITECTUAL PIROUETTES IN THE POETRY  
OF RICHARD DENNER 
  
Richard Denner is a contemporary American poet who is known for his use of unconventional 
forms and structures in his poetry. He has been described as a "postmodern" poet for his 
experimentation with language and structure. 
  
One of the defining characteristics of Denner's poetry is his use of repetition and repetition with 
variation. He often repeats words, phrases, and even entire lines or stanzas in his poems, but he 
does so in a way that creates new meanings and connections. This technique helps to create a 
sense of unity and coherence in his poems, and it allows him to explore complex themes and 
ideas in a more nuanced and multifaceted way. 
  
Another key element of Denner's poetry is his use of imagery and symbolism. He often employs 
vivid and evocative imagery to convey the emotions and experiences of his characters, and he 
uses symbols and metaphors to add depth and meaning to his work. This use of imagery and 
symbolism helps to create a rich and immersive experience for the reader, and it allows Denner 
to explore complex themes and ideas in a more imaginative way. 
  
In addition to his use of repetition and imagery, Denner is also known for his use of humor and 
satire in his poetry. He often uses satire and humor to challenge and critique societal norms and 
values, and he employs irony and wit to add depth and complexity to his work. This use of humor 
and satire helps to add levity and lightness to his poetry, and it allows him to explore difficult and 
serious themes in a more accessible and relatable way. 
  
Overall, the architectural structure of Richard Denner's poetry is characterized by his use of 
repetition, imagery, and humor. These elements combine to create a rich and immersive 
experience for the reader, and they allow him to explore complex themes and ideas. 
  
  
  
  
REPETITION AND FRAGMENTATION IN THE POETRY 
OF RICHARD DENNER AND JAMPA DORJE 
  
Richard Denner and Jampa Dorje were both poets who were active in the latter half of the 20th 
century and were known for their experimental and avant-garde styles. While they had some 
similarities in their approaches to poetry, they also had some significant differences that set them 
apart from one another. In this essay, we will explore the relationship between the poetry of 
Denner and Dorje, examining their commonalities and differences and how they influenced each 
other's work. 
  
One of the most notable similarities between Denner and Dorje is their use of unconventional 
language and structure in their poetry. Both poets often employed non-linear forms and used 



words and phrases in unexpected ways, seeking to challenge the conventions of traditional 
poetry. Denner, for example, was known for his use of repetition, fragmentation, and collage-like 
techniques in his poems, which often blurred the lines between poetry and prose. Dorje, on the 
other hand, was known for his use of surrealist and experimental techniques, often incorporating 
dreamlike imagery and absurdist elements into his poetry. 
Despite these similarities, however, Denner and Dorje also had some significant differences in 
their approaches to poetry. One of the most notable of these differences was their use of imagery 
and symbolism. Denner's poetry was often rich in imagery and symbolism, with his poems often 
containing complex and layered meanings that could be interpreted in a variety of ways. Dorje, 
on the other hand, tended to use a more surreal and absurdist approach in his poetry, often using 
dreamlike imagery and absurdist elements to convey the essence of a subject or emotion. 
  
Another difference between Denner and Dorje was their approach to form. While both poets 
were known for their experimental and avant-garde styles, Denner was more likely to play with 
traditional poetic forms, such as the sonnet or the ghazal, and use them in new and innovative 
ways. Dorje, on the other hand, was more likely to reject traditional forms altogether and create 
his own unique structures for his poems. 
  
Despite these differences, however, Denner and Dorje did have some notable influences on each 
other's work. Denner, for example, was known to have been influenced by Dorje's use of 
surrealist and absurdist elements in his poetry. Dorje, on the other hand, was known to have 
been influenced by Denner's use of repetition and fragmentation, which he often incorporated 
into his own work. 
  
Overall, the relationship between the poetry of Denner and Dorje was a complex and 
multifaceted one, with the two poets sharing some commonalities in their experimental and 
avant-garde styles while also having significant differences in their approaches to language, 
imagery, and form. Despite these differences, however, they did influence each other's work in 
a number of ways, with Denner being influenced by Dorje's surrealist and absurdist elements and 
Dorje being influenced by Denner's repetition and fragmentation. 
  
  
  
  
  
THE PLAYFULNESS OF BROMIGE & DENNER’S 100 CANTOS 
  
Part I  
Bromige and Denner's 100 Cantos is a collaborative poetry project that was published in the 
1990s. The project consists of one hundred cantos, or sections, of poetry that were written by 
the two poets, David Bromige and Richard Denner. The cantos are written in a variety of styles 
and forms, including free verse, rhymed verse, and prose poetry. The poem has three parts: 
Spade, The Petrarch Project, and Garden Plots. In it’s overall arch, 100 Cantos pays homage to 
Dante Alighieri and Ezra Pound. There the resemblance ends. 



  
One of the main themes of the 100 Cantos is the idea of the self, and the poets explore this theme 
through the use of different personae and narrators. The cantos also deal with themes of love, 
loss, and the passage of time, and the poets often draw on personal experiences and 
observations to inform their writing. 
  
In terms of style, the 100 Cantos is characterized by a sense of playfulness and experimentation. 
The poets often use unconventional language and structures, and they incorporate elements of 
satire, irony, and humor into their work. 
  
Overall, Bromige and Denner's 100 Cantos is a complex and multifaceted project that invites 
readers to engage with a range of themes and styles. Its enduring appeal lies in its ability to 
challenge and engage readers with its thought-provoking poetry and innovative approaches to 
language and form. 
  
  
Part II 
David Bromige and Richard Denner's Spade comprises the first  thirty-three cantos of their epic 
100 Cantos a poem that explores the complexities of language and meaning. It does so by using 
the metaphor of a spade, which is a tool used for digging and shoveling, to represent the way in 
which language can be used to uncover and expose the deeper truths and meanings of the world 
around us. 
  
Throughout the poem, Bromige and Denner use the image of the spade to explore how language 
is used to construct and shape our understanding of the world. They argue that language is not 
a neutral tool, but rather a means by which we can manipulate and control the way others 
perceive and understand reality. In this sense, language becomes a powerful weapon, capable of 
both revealing and concealing the truth. 
  
One of the central themes of Spade is the idea that language is inherently unstable and 
unreliable. Bromige and Denner suggest that words are inherently ambiguous and open to 
interpretation, and that their meanings are constantly shifting and evolving. This instability is 
exemplified in the poem's opening lines, which read: "A spade is a spade is a spade, / except 
when it's not." These lines suggest that the meaning of the word "spade" is not fixed, but rather 
depends on the context in which it is used. 
  
This theme is further developed throughout the poem, as Bromige and Denner explore the ways 
in which language can be used to manipulate and deceive. They argue that language is often used 
as a tool of propaganda, designed to obscure the truth and persuade others to accept a particular 
perspective or ideology. In this sense, language becomes a means of exerting control over others, 
as those who are able to effectively manipulate language have the power to shape the way others 
think and act. 
  
Despite the inherent instability and manipulation of language, Bromige and Denner argue that it 



is still possible to use language to uncover and reveal the truth. They suggest that by carefully 
examining the language that is used to construct our understanding of the world, we can begin 
to see through the propaganda and manipulation and get at the deeper truths that lie beneath 
the surface. In this sense, the spade becomes a symbol of the way in which language can be used 
to dig deep and uncover the deeper meanings and truths that are hidden from view. 
  
Overall, Spade is a thought-provoking and insightful exploration of the complexities of language 
and meaning. Through the use of the metaphor of the spade, Bromige and Denner offer a 
nuanced and nuanced analysis of the ways in which language is used to construct and shape our 
understanding of the world, and the ways in which it can be used to uncover and reveal the 
deeper truths that lie beneath the surface. 
WILLIAM BLAKE’S POETRY AND TANTRIC BUDDHISM 
  
First, let's briefly summarize the key characteristics of Blake's poetry and Tantric Buddhism. 
  
William Blake was an English poet, painter, and printmaker active in the late 18th and early 19th 
centuries. He is best known for his mystical and visionary poetry, which often explores themes of 
spiritual awakening, the relationship between the divine and the natural world, and the struggle 
between good and evil. Blake's poetry is characterized by its use of vivid imagery, symbolism, and 
allegory, and his writing is often infused with his own personal beliefs and experiences. 
  
Tantric Buddhism, also known as Vajrayana Buddhism, is a school of Buddhism that developed in 
India and spread to other parts of Asia. It is characterized by the use of ritual and meditation to 
achieve spiritual enlightenment and liberation from suffering. Tantric Buddhism incorporates 
elements of Hinduism and incorporates the belief in the power of mantras, mudras, and 
mandalas as tools for achieving spiritual transformation. 
Now that we have a basic understanding of Blake's poetry and Tantric Buddhism, let's discuss 
some specific points of comparison between the two. 
  
One point of comparison is the theme of spiritual awakening and the attainment of 
enlightenment. Both Blake's poetry and Tantric Buddhism place a strong emphasis on the idea of 
spiritual awakening and the attainment of a higher state of consciousness. In Blake's poetry, this 
theme is often depicted through the use of imagery and symbolism, such as in his poem "The 
Tiger," in which the tiger represents the fire of divine inspiration and the desire for spiritual 
awakening. Similarly, Tantric Buddhism emphasizes the importance of meditation and other 
spiritual practices as a means of achieving enlightenment. 
  
Another point of comparison is the use of imagery and symbolism. Both Blake's poetry and 
Tantric Buddhism make extensive use of imagery and symbolism to convey their ideas and 
beliefs. In Blake's poetry, this is seen in his use of vivid and sometimes surreal imagery to depict 
spiritual themes, such as the tiger in "The Tiger" mentioned above. In Tantric Buddhism, the use 
of imagery and symbolism is seen in the use of mandalas and other visual aids as tools for 
meditation and spiritual transformation. 
  



A third point of comparison is the use of ritual and meditation as a means of spiritual practice. 
Both Blake's poetry and Tantric Buddhism view ritual and art as important tools for achieving 
spiritual growth and enlightenment. In Blake's poetry, this is seen in his emphasis on the 
importance of imagination and creative expression as a means of spiritual awakening. In Tantric 
Buddhism, meditation and ritual are central to the spiritual practice and are seen as key to 
achieving enlightenment and liberation from suffering. 
  
In conclusion, there are several points of comparison between William Blake's poetry and Tantric 
Buddhism, including the theme of spiritual awakening and the attainment of enlightenment, the 
use of imagery and symbolism, and the use of ritual, meditation, and the creative process as a 
means of spiritual practice. Despite their differences, both Blake's poetry and Tantric Buddhism 
offer unique perspectives on the nature of the spiritual journey and the path to enlightenment. 
 
 

 
  

 
  

 


